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The spectacle of a dozen 
thoroughbreds galloping across 
Surfers Paradise main beach 
turned heads on the tourist strip 
for the Tuesday opening of the 
 annual Magic Millions yearling 
sales, but it was one horse that later 
had everyone talking and a few 
spending big.

Hundreds of spectators gath-
ered on the beach to marvel at the 
yearly exhibition sprint and bar-

rier draw ahead of Saturday’s race 
day and to catch a glimpse of the 
celebrities and professional jock-
eys riding the unfamiliar sands on 
retired racehorses.

It was a bit of fun and games 
 before the serious business got 
under way down the road in the 
auction ring in a packed shed of 
billionaires, horse trainers and the 
hopeful looking for the next Winx.

And the star of the show was I 
Am Invincible.

He’d had an unremarkable rac-
ing career and was far from a world 

beater but there was something 
about the handsome stallion that 
prompted the owners of a then 
small-time NSW stud to buy a 
roughly $500,000 half stake in I 
Am Invincible after he retired just 
over a decade ago.

That relatively undecorated 
sprinter is now the hottest prop-
erty in Australian horse racing, 
with a name that draws millions 
whenever his progeny enter the 
auction ring.

It was a life-changing purchase 
for brothers Harry and Arthur 

Mitchell who run Yarraman Park 
stud at Scone in the Hunter Valley, 
and whose fortunes were trans-
formed by the stallion’s breeding 
success.

The bankability of I Am Invin-
cible was on display on the first day 
of the 2024 Magic Millions year-
ling sale at the Gold Coast on 
Tuesday when the 16th horse list-
ed for sale in the 1468-horse cata-
logue sold for $1.2m to trainer 
Tony Gollan and Queensland cat-
tle baron Jennifer Acton – the 
same combination behind the 

filly’s champion mother Outback 
Barbie.

The  hubbub  had barely died 
down when, 10 minutes later, the 
bidding again breached the mil-
lion dollar mark. Lot 19, a colt, sold 
for $1.3m. And by 5pm, I am Invin-
cible’s five progeny had together 
yielded  $4.35m.

“You feel very blessed that you 
own a horse that ends up being so 
good, because no one knows how 
good they’re going to be,” Harry 
Mitchell said

“We bought a fairly inexpen-

sive stallion prospect who turned 
out to be the bestseller in Australia.

“He’s a stunning-looking 
horse, that’s really why we bought 
him, and he throws beautiful look-
ing horses. It’s been a bit of a 
dream, really.”

At last year’s  sale, three of I Am 
Invincible’s progeny sold for more 
than $2m a piece, with a combined 
gross yield across 44 colts and 
 fillies of more than $32m.

With humble racing winnings 
of $270,050 and just one Group 3 
win to his name, the stallion last 

year commanded a standing fee of 
$302,500 and his own value is esti-
mated at $40m.

The reason for his success after 
racing comes down to the fact that 
I Am Invincible keeps producing 
winners. He has sired 14 individual 
Group 1 winners, including Brazen 
Beau, Voodoo Lad, Invincibella 
and Home Affairs, and more than 
60 stakes winners.

“It’s lovely to see stock sell so 
well and race so well. We watch 
them run and it’s been very special 
for our family,” Mr Mitchell said.

Now aged 19, I Am Invincible’s 
breeding book has been reduced to 
about 125 a year to reduce his 
workload.

“He’s a very happy, healthy 
horse and he’s had a very good 
year but he’s in his 12th year (of 
breeding) and we are starting to 
cut his number of mares back,” Mr 
Mitchell said. “He’s in great fettle 
and hopefully he can be champion 
sire this year and make it three 
years in a row.”
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Queensland’s Liberal National 
Party leader David Crisafulli will 
axe immediately a newly created 
Indigenous institute tasked with 
overseeing treaty negotiations if 
he wins the state election in Octo-
ber, in a move Aboriginal leaders 
have warned would require land-
mark laws to be repealed. 

New Labor Premier Steven 
Miles is pushing ahead with Indi-
genous treaties “as legislated”, 
with a 10-member institute – due 
to be appointed in weeks – that 
would support First Nations peo-
ple to prepare for and enter nego-
tiations with government. 

A separate three-year truth-
telling inquiry to investigate the 
impacts of colonisation also is 
being assembled, with plans to 
start work before mid-year.

But Mr Crisafulli on Tuesday 
committed to cutting the institute 
and its council if the LNP wins 
government later this year.

“That process will end,” he 
said. “We won’t be wasting any 
time talking about those issues, in 
terms of the treaty and truth-tell-
ing process, because we’ve said 
that we’re not embarking on that.

“If the government wants the 
election to be a referendum on 
whether or not they want to em-
bark on a treaty and a truth-tell-
ing process, well, our counter -
point to that will be on 
accountability when it comes to 
housing, education, law and 
order, and lifting those communi-
ties up and giving them hope.”

Mick Gooda, one of the archi-
tects of Queensland’s treaty laws, 
said Mr Crisafulli would have to 
overhaul legislation if he wanted 
to abolish treaty and truth telling.  

“When we did our initial consul-
tation (on treaty laws) it was not 
unusual for us to find Aboriginal 
people who were cynical and 
 fatigued from consultation where 
nothing happens,” he said.     

“That’s why we asked for legis-
lation, which was passed with 88 
out of 92 members supporting it, 
because we wanted certainty.    
Even though legislation can 
be changed, it has to be done so 
publicly.”

Queensland passed laws last 
May with support from the LNP, 
Labor and the Greens, allowing 
the government to negotiate trea-
ty deals with up to 150 First Na-
tions groups. Traditional owners 
would lead negotiations on what 
they wanted in treaties but might 
seek reparations for Stolen Gen-
erations, joint management of 
nat ional parks, renaming places, 
changes to school curriculums 
and community-controlled 
health services. 

Mr Crisafulli retreated from 
his commitment to treaty in the 
face of growing pressure in the 
LNP and in the days after the 
voice referendum. He had said 
previously he would “absolutely 
not” roll back Indigenous treaty 
legislation if he became premier.

 Queensland delivered the 
strongest rejection of the voice, 
with 68.9 per cent voting No in 
the referendum, 4 per cent higher 
than the next state against consti-
tutional change, South Australia.

After the LNP withdrew sup-
port, premier Annastacia Pal-
aszczuk would commit only to 
going ahead with truth-telling 
hearings, insisting treaties were 
not viable without bipartisan sup-
port.   Before quitting politics last 
month, she gave her commitment 
to Indigenous leaders, including 
Mr Gooda, that her government 
would forge ahead on treaty. 

LNP vows to axe 
treaty institute
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Emerson to keep supermarkets in check 

Anthony Albanese says families 
should enjoy cheaper goods on 
supermarket shelves when farm-
gate prices have reduced, with 
Labor appointing former trade 
minister Craig Emerson to lead a  
review of the food and grocery 
code of conduct.

The Prime Minister said  super-
markets had a “duty to make sure 
they’re providing affordable 
 options for all Australians, 
 especially when they’re making 
savings on their own costs”. 

“We’ve made looking after 
consumers a key priority over the 
past 18 months and we’ll keep 
looking at every option to make 
sure Australians aren’t paying 
more than they should or getting 
less than they deserve,” he said. “If 
there are further steps that are 
needed, then the government will 
not hesitate to take action.”

The government will consider 
a range of options to ensure busi-
nesses are passing on lower costs 
to consumers. 

These options include shifting 
from industry-led codes of con-
duct to government mandated re-

quirements and a strengthening 
of consumer rights in sectors 
where market dominance has led 
to unfair pricing. 

Nationals leader David Little-
proud this week accused the gov-
ernment of “failing to act” to 
ensure farmers and customers 
were being treated fairly by super-
markets given the government 
had not appointed someone to 
scrutinise the food and grocery 
code of conduct nearly 100 days 
after a review was announced. 

Dr Emerson’s appointment is 
aimed at ensuring the supermar-
ket sector is working as it should 

and that key players such as Coles 
and Woolworths are adhering to 
the food and grocery code geared 
towards lifting standards of busi-
ness behaviour. 

On Wednesday, the govern-
ment will  release the review of the 
dispute resolution provisions in-
cluded in part 5 of the food and 
grocery code of conduct  with its 
response to the review.  The gov-
ernment will support all recom-
mendations to amend the code 
and implement the changes as 
part of a broader suite of reforms 
after the conclusion of Dr Emer-
son’s review.  

JOE KELLY

Bottled water is up to a hundred 
times worse than previously 
thought when it comes to the 
number of tiny plastic bits it con-
tains, a new study has found.

Using a recently invented tech-
nique, scientists counted on aver-
age 240,000 fragments of plastic 
per litre of water in popular brands 
– between 10 to 100 times higher 
than prior estimates – raising 
 potential health concerns that 
 require further study.

“If people are concerned about 
nanoplastics in bottled water, it’s 
reasonable to consider alterna-
tives like tap water,” Beizhan Yan, 

an associate research professor of 
geochemistry at Columbia Uni-
versity and a co-author of the 
paper, said.

But he added: “We do not ad-
vise against drinking bottled 
water when necessary, as the risk 
of dehydration can outweigh the 
potential impacts of nanoplastics 
exposure.” 

There has been rising global at-
tention in recent years on micro-
plastics, which break off from 
bigger sources of plastic and are 
now found everywhere from the 
polar ice caps to mountain peaks, 
rippling through ecosystems and 

finding their way into drinking 
water and food.

While microplastics are any-
thing under 5mm, nanoplastics 
are defined as particles below 1 
 micrometer, or a billionth of a 
metre – so small they can pass 
through the digestive system and 
lungs, entering the bloodstream 
directly and from there to organs, 
including the brain and heart. 
They can also cross the placenta 
into the bodies of unborn babies.

To study nanoparticles in bot-
tled water, the team used a tech-
nique called Stimulated Raman 
Scattering microscopy, which was 

recently invented by one of the 
paper’s co-authors, and works by 
probing samples with two lasers 
tuned to make specific molecules 
resonate, revealing what they are 
to a computer algorithm.

They tested three top brands 
but chose not to name them, “be-
cause we believe all bottled water 
contain nanoplastics, so singling 
out three popular brands could be 
considered unfair,” said Dr Yan.

The results showed between 
110,000 to 370,000 particles per 
litre, 90 per cent of which were 
 nanoplastics.

AFP

Bottled water ‘a nanoplastics health risk’

Sand and deliver: Magic sales prove yet again it’s all about breeding
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Clockwise from main: the spectacular annual Magic Millions beach run at Surfers Paradise; champion breeding stallion I am Invincible; proud owners Harry and Arthur Mitchell on the opening day of the Magic Millions sales       

Three arrested over death of 
their ‘friend’ in Alice Springs

Family members of dead Suda-
nese teenager Yiel Gatluak, whose 
body was found dumped on the 
outskirts of Alice Springs, have 
claimed he was with “friends” at 
the time he died.

It comes as two men and a juv-
enile were arrested on Monday, a 
week following the discovery of 
the 19-year-old’s body on a road 
towards Undoolya Station on 
New Year’s Day.

Little is known about the trio, 
aged 21, 20 and 17, who are in cus-
tody after their arrests on Monday 
afternoon and evening.

NT Police Commissioner Mi-
chael Murphy will be in Alice 
Springs on Wednesday to meet 
Mr Gatluak’s family, as police re-
main tight-lipped on details of the 
case but confirmed  the arrested 
trio knew Mr Gatluak.

Mr Gatluak’s uncle, David 
Kong, told The Australian how he 
was frantically calling his nephew 
on New Year’s Eve and through to 
New Year’s Day, and that he felt 
“upset and emotional” consider-
ing his nephew was with his 
friends the day before his body 
was discovered. 

“He got a lot of friends, I 
couldn’t mention their names for 
legal reasons … they were all to-
gether, chilling with each other,” 
Mr Kong said. 

Meanwhile, Mr Gatluak’s fam-
ily were ringing in the new year at 
the casino.

 “We all went to the casino to 

celebrate the new year and I (was) 
hoping to see him there but I 
couldn’t see him. It was very heart-
breaking … I tried to call him … he 
couldn’t answer and that actually 
makes me worried,” Mr Kong said.

On Tuesday afternoon, NT 
Police Assistant Commissioner 
Travis Wurst said  charges had not 
yet been laid.

“Charges will be laid in due 
course. I cannot give you a defini-
tive timeline, and what those actu-

al charges will be also remains part 
of the investigation teams’ remit,” 
Assistant Commissioner Wurst 
said, adding the three in custody 
had been arrested at a residential 
address in Alice Springs.

“In due course we’ll provide 
more information (about the peo-
ple) taken into custody but at this 
point in time it’s important for the 
integrity of the investigation that 
limited information be provided.”

He said  police were waiting on 

forensic pathology results, and 
were unable to provide additional 
details about Mr Gatluak’s cause 
of death.

Describing his nephew as a 
“very loving young boy”, Mr Kong 
said what the attackers had done 
was “absolutely unacceptable”. 

“Yiel was a very loving young 
boy, who loved jokes and (was) 
very friendly.” He said Mr  Gatlu-
ak’s ambitions were to start a fam-
ily and get married in Africa.

Speaking after the announce-
ment of the arrests, Mr Gatluak’s 
father Deng Gatluak Koutgor 
called for justice to be served for 
the sake of the Alice Springs com-
munity. 

“For the African community to 
be safe, we want the killer to be 
identified, because the commun-
ity is too small,” Mr Koutgor said. 
“If the police do not find the killer, 
the people will be worried, they 
will be afraid for staying here.”

Mr Koutgor said he and his 
family wanted to know the motive 
for his son’s death.

Police are still seeking infor-
mation about the movements of a 
Ford Ranger that has been seized 
but refused to detail its connection 
to the arrested trio.

Police have previously said 
they did not believe the owner was 
in possession of the vehicle at the 
time of Mr Gatluak’s death.

It comes as Alice Springs locals 
– many who say they are “living in 
fear” – claim there has been an 
avalanche of youth crime and 
anti-social behaviour in the re-
gion, despite government officials 
insisting otherwise.

Deputy opposition leader Ger-
ard Maley said Mr Gatluak’s 
death was a “blatant failure in 
transparency, integrity, and public 
safety”.

“Chief Minister Eva Lawler’s 
ridiculous claim that crime is 
under control is a slap in the face 
to a town grappling with record 
levels of crime,” Mr Maley said.

EXCLUSIVE

LIAM MENDES

The coronial inquest into 
Kumanjayi Walker’s death will 
resume in Alice Springs next 
month after Northern Territory 
Coroner Elisabeth Armitage 
refused to recuse herself from 
presiding over the long-running 
inquiry.

In October, former NT police 
officer Zachary Rolfe, who 
fatally shot the Indigenous 
teenager at Yuendumu in 2019, 
filed an application inviting the 
Coroner to recuse herself over 
“a cumulation of conduct that, 
when viewed in combination, 
gives rise to a reasonable 
apprehension of bias”. 

Judge Armitage vacated 
hearings while she considered 
submissions made in response 
to Mr Rolfe’s recusal 
application before rejecting it. 

In November, she published 
her decision to “decline to 
recuse myself from proceeding 
with the inquest”.  

“Having carefully considered 
Mr Rolfe’s application for 
recusal, for the reasons that 
follow: I am not persuaded that 
a fair-minded lay observer 
might reasonably apprehend 
that I might not bring an 
impartial mind to the resolution 
of the issues arising under the 
Act,” she wrote. 

Judge Armitage said that 
“more than one interested party 
was critical of Mr Rolfe for 
bringing his application shortly 
before the recommencement of 
the inquest”. 

“These interested parties 
submitted that the delay was 
objectionable because most of 
Mr Rolfe’s complaints 
concerned matters that had 
occurred months before the 
application was made,” she 
wrote. 

The NT Police Force 
submitted that the application 
“appear(s) to constitute a 

further attempt on behalf of Mr 
Rolfe … to distract from and 
delay the inquest process”.

The police submission said 
the application was brought 
“immediately before” Mr Rolfe 
was scheduled to give evidence 
on October 23, after having 
already made unsuccessful bids 
to avoid testifying.

Judge Armitage wrote that 
the Walker, Lane and 
Robertson families submitted 
that it was “difficult to see (the 
application) as anything other 
than strategic” and their 
position was that the 
application should be dismissed 
on its merits.

Mr Rolfe submitted in reply 
that the criticisms were 
“unjustified” and that his 
application was “premised upon 
a cumulative sequence of events 
concerning the conduct of this 
inquest”.

Mr Rolfe had been one of 
four Immediate Response Team 
members deployed from Alice 
Springs to Yuendumu on 
November 9, 2019, to execute 

an arrest warrant for Walker on 
four charges including 
assaulting local police with an 
axe days earlier and breaching 
his suspended sentence.

During the arrest, Mr Rolfe 
shot Walker three times at close 
range after the teenager stabbed 
him in the shoulder with a pair 
of scissors and allegedly 
attempted to stab his police 
partner Adam Eberl.

Just four days after the 
shooting, amid community 
unrest and protests, the  officer 
was charged with murder. 

Charges of manslaughter 
and engaging in a violent act 
causing death were later added.

In March 2022, following a 
five-week trial, a Supreme 
Court jury acquitted Mr Rolfe of 
all three charges. 

The costly coronial inquest 
into the “death in custody” 
commenced in September 2022 
and has faced several delays

Mr Rolfe and his former IRT 
boss Lee Bauwens are the final 
witnesses to be called when the 
inquest resumes next month.

Rolfe due to give 
evidence as Walker 
inquest resumes 
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